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Educational Programs and Resources in Astronomy and Space Exploration

Education Today—The STEM Initiative (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)
On September 16, 2010, President Obama articulated a clear priority for STEM education: within a decade, American
students must "move from the middle to the top of the pack in science and math."

The Role of Informal Science Education
The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA)
advocates informal science education opportunities
for all students and recommends expanding these
opportunities in the future as an important
component in STEM education. The NSTA further
recommends expanding the role of informal science
institutions in the design and delivery of professional
support programs for teachers and building stronger
links between K–12 schools and informal science
institutions.

Educational Programs in Space Exploration
Space exploration captures the imagination of young people more than any other scientific endeavor. The combination
of a national STEM initiative, the importance of Informal Science Education and the captivating qualities of Space
Exploration are the perfect combination for successful educational programs.

The Historic Link Observatory
The Link Observatory is located 4 miles south of
Mooresville, Indiana on US 67. It was completed 1939
as the private observatory of Dr. Goethe Link, and
donated to Indiana University in 1948 where it was
used for astronomical research. During the 1950-60's,
the Indiana Asteroid Program was developed and over
90% of all asteroids discovered worldwide were
discovered at the Link Observatory. It was used
regularly for astronomical research until the mid
1980’s when it was retired from active research.

The Link Observatory Space Science Institute, Inc
Founded in 2012, the Link Observatory Space Science Institute is dedicated to Informal Science Education and Public
Outreach in NASA missions, astronomy and space exploration. Our educational programs are specifically developed for
public and private schools, after school programs, home schools and summer youth programs, while our Public
Outreach programs bring the wonders of the universe and the historic Link Observatory to the general public.

Education Programs
Our structured turn-key programs offer total solutions for educators in the critical area of STEM initiatives.

DiscoverSpace
Developed specifically for schools,
DiscoverSpace offers a variety of programs
facilitated by trained Space Science Educators.
All programs are designed to cover classroom
tested, inquiry-rich activities designed to help
students learn the processes of science
through the study of astronomy and space
exploration.

Classroom Workshops

Live Skype Sessions with Astronauts

Observatory Field Trips

Multimedia Lectures

Computer Lab Citizen Science

After School Astronomy Clubs

Live NASA Video Streaming

Web Based Teaching Modules

Educator Workshops

The Young Astronomers Clubs
The Young Astronomers Clubs are focused on
educational enrichment in astronomy and
space exploration. Each Club meeting is fun
and educational for young adults and focuses
on interactive computer based programs from
NASA, hands on projects and custom
developed programming. Ideal for after school
programs, the Young Astronomers Clubs are
facilitated by trained Space Science Educators.

Citizen Science
These exciting programs are developed to
allow young people to be engaged in actual
scientific research. Through a NASA
partnership, we have remote access to the
robotically controlled Goldstone Apple Valley
Radio Telescope Facility in the California Mojave desert where we engage in scientific research in black holes, detecting
radiation belts around Jupiter and listening for radio transmissions from alien civilizations with SETI (Search for
Extraterrestrial Intelligence).

Public Outreach
Our monthly programs at the Link Observatory are open to the general public and are free of charge. Each program
includes a multimedia lecture followed by astronomical viewing through the giant Observatory telescope. Free NASA
publications on space exploration are provided to all in attendance.

Observatory Field Trips
The Link Observatory is open to schools, youth
programs, clubs and all other civic and private
organizations for field trips on a pre-scheduled basis.

Library Lectures on Space Exploration
We currently provide multimedia lectures at a variety
of public libraries throughout central Indiana. These
60 minute presentations are provided by trained
Space Science Educators and free to the public.
Lectures focus on current NASA missions,
astronomical discoveries and space exploration.

Our Affiliates
The Link Observatory Space Science Institute has established a variety of valuable affiliates who provide support and
educational materials:
NASA History Office - Books and Publications
NASA HQ, Washington DC

Goddard Space Flight Center
Greenbelt, MD

Goldstone Apple Valley Radio Telescope Facility
NASA Deep Sky Network, Goldstone, CA

Yale University
Zooniverse Project

NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory
Pasadena, CA

Microsoft Corporation
World Wide Telescope

NASA Ames Research Center
Moffett Field, CA

Indiana University—Department of Astronomy
Bloomington, IN

NASA Johnson Space Center
Houston, TX

Indiana Astronomical Society
Indianapolis, IN

NASA Kennedy Space Center
Cape Canaveral, FL

Join Us as We Share the Wonders of the Universe
For more information on how you or your company can get involved, please contact:
Greg McCauley, Executive Director
317.709.1710 | gmccauley@linkobservatory.org | www.linkobservatory.org

